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Bowl used by Rahamim ben Ezra upon which he engraved his name. It is likely
that this is a bow! given to the indigent by the soup kitchen for receiving
their portions.
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By-laws of the United Old Age Home, beginning of the 20th Century.

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Letter of recommendation for the "Shadar" (fundraiser), Mordechai Gutshtein,
written by Rabbi Abraham Ahron Yudelvitz of Manchester to fundraise for the
Old Age Home in Jerusalem, beginning of the 20th Century
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An iron comb and instrument for cleaning the fingernails of the Deceased that

were used by the Chevra Kadisha, 20th century
from the Old Yeshuv Court Museum
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A Jewish funeral on the Mount of Olives, Early 20th century
G.Eric and Edith Matson Photograph Collection, Library of Congress prints 05281
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To Be Old in Jerusalem
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"And they collected 'pennies’ from the people of
Jerusalem, and they purchased a (cooking) kettle and
other tools, and they rented a building to brew tea
free for the poor of Jerusalem.” In the Holy City in that
place the high cost of the water and of the coals was
considered "tzedakah” (charity), as this was for saving
lives ("pikuach nefesh”) truly for several hundred poor
who could restore their souls with a warm drink in
which to dip their dry morsel of bread.”

(Eliyahu Hannig, Home for the Aged in the Holy
City of Jerusalem, 5651, p. 45.)

1921 ,0"7W17'1 17TV 11 DIRIDY 1711 7w INNDT 711 77 0 TINN 0'WW{71 DY
DI 11X TR
Poor and elderly men and women wait outside the Nathan Strauss Soup Kitchen in the Old

City of Jerusalem, 1921

Courtesy of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives
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Waiting for food outside the Dreyfus soup kitchen. Jerusalem, 1921

Courtesy of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives
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1921 IX1110 07w, U1'Dil TIWNY7 YIND 01NN D'WYi7

DIM2 11MAX TN TXa
Elderly clients wait outside the Jerusalem Relief Office Jerusalem, February, 1921
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Courtesy of American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives
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Postcard of elderly Jewish beggars at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Photo taken by photographer
Rudolf Lennert, marketed by the photographer and his partner Ernst Landruck. Abraham Shushan
wrote about the beggars in his book My Jerusalem: “A professional, itinerant beggar, with a touch
of cheerfulness... This beggar knows about the dates of weddings, circumcisions, Pidyon Haben
(redemption of the son) and the like -+~ as well as funerals. On select days on eves of Rosh Chodesh,
in Nissan and Elul, he appears on the "Western Wall, Mount of Olive and Rachel's Tomb plazas,
according to his own schedule." (Jerusalem My City, Shoshanim Publishing 1981, p. 175 (Hebrew).
Postcard of Jewish beggars at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Photo taken by photographer Rudolf
Lennert, marketed by the photographer and his partner Ernst Landruck. Abraham Shushan wrote
about the beggars in his book My Jerusalem: “A professional, itinerant beggar, with a touch of
cheerfulness... This beggar knows about the dates of weddings, circumcisions, Pidyon Haben

(redemption of the son) and the like -+~ as well as funerals. On select days on eves of Rosh Chodesh, DTINN N7, A7TIVN 07w 2000 T WY

in Nissan and Elul, he appears on the "Western Wall, Mount of Olive and Rachel's Tomb plazas, IXTI 7NN T M7 WKW WY TIIDTI IR, Y017 171 T 01178

according to his own schedule." A Mugrabi Jewish elder in th Old City of Jerusalem, Mandate period.

(Jerusalem My City, Shoshanim Publishing 1981 , P. 175 (Hebrew). Ruti & Dov Kanterovich Album, Shoshana & Asher Ha'Levy Photo archives, Yad Itzhak Ben Zvi
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In the photograph is a celebration in Beit Halperin: a rest home for elderly Ashkenazic scholars
and rabbis.

In 1901 the United Home for the Elderly moved to a more spacious structure outside the walls
of the Old City (near the entrance to the city). The new building included an Ashkenazic and

a Sefardic Beit Midrash. In the photograph from 1932, seated around the table of honor are
the Chief Rabbis, Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook and Rabbi Yaakov Meir. Behind Rabbi
Yaakov Meir, stood the 'kawass' [Arabic] an armed constable or government servant or courier
who served him, wearing his traditional garb

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Residents of a Sephardic Old age Home, early 20th century
The Sephardic Center for the Elderly was established on 204-208 Jaffa Street in front of the old
Shaare Zedek Hospital.
"On Friday, Adar 1907, Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of the Cornerstone for the foundation of
the House of the Elders for the Sephardic community. The celebration was attended by many
and distinguished members of our people, from all parties and communities, many fearful and
educated merchants, Sephardim and Ashkenazim, Bukharans and directors of various charities ...
Among the speakers was the guest from England, Sir Edward Stern, who spoke the French
language and said that he was happy to be in Jerusalem and to take part in founding such a
noble home whose necessity is very much felt. " ('"Hashkafa", 16.4.1907)
Sir Edward Stern donated a room in the Sephardic Old age home to the memory of his
beloved wife
Later, the “Lady Stern” Hotel was established on the grounds of the Sephardic Old age home.
Its owner, decided as a tribute to preserve the name of one of the families who contributed to
the construction of an old age home in the early 20th century.
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Moshav Zkenim residents praying for the Welfare of the donors at Rachel's Tomb 1910-1920
Photographer: Zadok Bassan, lkan Family album, The Shoshana & Asher Ha'Levy photo archives, Yad Itzhak Ben Zvi
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The buildings of Moshav Zkenim ve'Zkenot Meuhad in Jerusalem, 1910-1920
Ruti & Dov Kanterovich album, The Shoshana & Asher Ha'Levy photo archives, Yad Itzhak Ben Zvi
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Notice

During the Mandate Period, the "Bikur Cholim" Hospital in the Old City served the elderly in
need of nursing care. Possibly on the background of the need for additional solutions for
them, Mordechai Tzelniker, a resident of the (Jewish) Quarter, suggested this.

From the Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum
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on the PuUall AND PAS3OVER DAVS BIUIRUBEZAR
the boadreds old men and women  of t

United Aged Home MOSHAB SEKENIM,

Jerusalem.

Address Unjted Aged Home MOSHAB SEKENIM P.0-B. 8. Jerusalem Palestine
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Donation request for the "Moshav Zkenim ve'Zkenot Meuhad" in Jerusalem for the upcoming
Purim & Pessach Holidays. Mandate period.

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

CIIEIEICHIEIS

B e o e O O e OO 080 5
0 0 00 0 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 000, 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0, 0 00, 0 0%,

S S R SIS %2020,

D>TAX N1X 131°31°D7 NNWNT N1INNT ANX AR 1301xH21"
27D01 J1TAT D901 IR YEX [TNWIT 2357 D22WI°T D23PTiN
1213 D°R?DN DIT*AD1 D°2WI? TN ,DiT13DY D°MIND DTINY
DR TR 1173771 13277 VY 1YY, MIARWIT fMINT WO ANYw
JTI3OWIT 1°TN 023 DITPWRIA DITPNTUDIT 0°2WH
(436 MY X 12,2100 YW D2IWIN? 1797 T1T)

"Upon seeing one of the pictures presenting to our eyes
the image of some of the old people sitting at the table
near the big bookcase, the open text books in front of
them, and they are sitting in front of them and deriving

pleasure, peace of mind, and serenity, memories came to

mind of the righteous sitting, crowns on their head, and
enjoying the splendor of the Shechina (the Indwelling,

Divine Presence).”

(David Yellin, Jerusalem of Yesteryear, Vol. 1, p. 436.)
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Festival charily for the
Aged Home Beth Sekenlm, Jerusalem
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Address : Aged Home BETH SBEKEXIM, I, 0. B. 78, Jerosale.
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The Aged Home Beth Sekepnim, Jerusalem (Erei lsrael)
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Address : Agwl Home BETH SEKENIM (0. B. 75, Jerusalem.
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Request for donation for the General Old Age Home in Jerusalem (Beit Zkenim ve'Zkenot
Ha'klali) towards the Days of Awe, signed by Rabbi Kook, Rabbi Yaacov Meir, Lady Herbert

Samuel & more. 1932.
Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

SIRRRRIRLLRLIRLRRLRLRIILILIRLRRLIRLIRILREIRIIILRLRRLIRLRLRRLIRLZIRREIZLRILIRLRIILIRLRRLIRLRILRIRIIIIRLRILIRLRLLRLIRIRZILRELRRELLRLLIILILIRLLRLRLRILRIRLRIILIRLRRLRLRILIIRIRILRELRLRILLLRZIIRLRIRREIRIRILRIRZIRIRIS
e s s s s e s e s s s s e s s s s e s s e sy
I I R I R R M R M R M R I R R T R R M R M R M R O T R R T R TR M DR M R M O R T O R D R M R M R M R D D I O R R D TR M DR M TR M D D R T O T O T R D M TR M R M DR M M M I I O D O R R DR M DR M DR M R D R T B D R N D R M PR M DR M DR M R D B I O D R PR M TR M DR M R M O T I T B R R R M R M DR M DR M D D O I N R R R R M R M I M I I IR I
00 e a0 00 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 e e e e 00 0 0 0 0 e 000 e e e e e o e e e e e e 0 e e e e e e e e e e e e 0 0 e e e e e 0 e e e e e e 0 e 0 e e e e 0 e e e e e e e e e e e e 0 e e e e e e e e e e e e 0 0 e e e e e 0 e e e e e e e e e e e a0 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 0 e e e e a0 e e e e e e lo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 0 0 00 0 e



| 103

20771 XN TI'WXY,"0DM17T IWIN"7 DN N7WIY 1'7'017 771
1V 1MW XN IXTIN NDIX

Tefillin (phylacteries) bag given to a "Moshav Zkenim"

donor, early 20th century
Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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The custom of marking the anniversary of a person’s
death was prevalent in Jewish communities.

At the end of the 19th century, many institutions gave
gifts of yahrzeit plaques to donors, on which were the
names of their dear ones who had passed.

DTINA N7, DMV AR 7717371 71w NI 11V DATIY DXAR' M7 Yahrzeit plaques were often decorated with illustrations
D'TI'Ti1 21— DIANTI 01771 179000 TNYAT TR 70 11K 01790 0117101 of holy shrines, such as Rachel's Tomb, Rashbi's (Rabbi
1 1
TIX TIT17 7MY DTX 11 D1'7 DMW7NNG, IN7RNNA 017100 D1Y1IWN DYIXRT N171.701 1171 Sl e Tosliet) i o, i Lewt s o Glfses. Tal
! 1

.A1T0 07191 1'WYN 7Y 1T
(1,7,71717)./1T71171 D1'A TN D11 110 AW DY 1107 ,(27 ,0 '"7WN) ,"DTR INW1 7171” Avshalom, and others.
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A Yahrzeit Plague that was printed for the donors of the Great Synagogue of Mea Shearim

On the upper medallions are illustrations of the Western (Wailing) Wall and the Cave of
Machpela, and on the lower medallions, the Mount of Olives and Rachel's Tomb.

Inscribed on the yahrzeit plaque are verses from the Sources, related to the day on which the
person must face judgment for his actions in this world.

"The spirit of man is the lamp of the LORD" (Proverbs 20:27), "A good name is better than fine
ointment and the day of one's death than the day of one's birth (Ecclesiastes 7:1). "The Rock, His
work is perfect; For all His ways are perfect." (Deuteronomy XXXII, 4).

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Riwes. Aabbls D. Welngarten & W. Minzberg, for the GENERAL ISRAEL ORPHANS' HOME for Girls, P.OB 207, Jerusalem,Paestine
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Yahrzeit Plage of General Israel Orphans Home for girls, dedicated to memory of Yaakov Levi,
Mandate period.

The Yahrzeit Plaque is decorated with medallions and on them are illustrations of Rachel's
Tomb and Absalom's Tomb. On the plaque are verses from the Sources: "For these things |
weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth with water." (Lamentations 1:16), "The spirit of man is the
lamp of the LORD" (Proverbs 20:27), "A good name is better than fine ointment, and the day of
one's death than the day of one's birth (Ecclesiastes 7:1),). "The Rock, His work is perfect; For all
His ways are perfect." (Deuteronomy XXXII, 4).

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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A Yahrzeit Plage, Early 20th century. painter: Zalman Zweig, A.L. Mohnsohn Print.

The Yahrzeit Plaque is decorated with illustrations of the Holy places, the place of the Temple,

Mount Zion, Rachel's Tomb, and the Mount of Olives. Inscribed is the verse "To place for the

mourners of Zion, to give them glory instead of ashes" (Isaiah 61:3).
Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

The Yahrzeit Plaque is decorated with a description of the Mount of Olives in the End of Days

when God will fight for Jerusalem, as is written: "And on that day His feet shall stand on the
Mount of Olives." (Zechariah 14:4).

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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The Yahrzeit Plaque has pastoral landscape decorations alongside an illustration of Rachel's
Tomb and Mount Zion. Attached is the "El Malei Rachamim" (God Full of Mercy) Prayer which
is recited next to the grave at the end of the burial and at the memorial service — on the
"shloshim" (30th day from the passing) and on the year anniversary [yahrzeit] amongst Jews of
eastern Europe.

This prayer is also recited in the synagogue within the framework of the "Yizkor" (Memorial)
Service on the three Pilgrimage holidays (the 7th day of Passover, Shevuot [the Feast of Weeks],

and Simchat Torah), and on Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).
Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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bags of earth from Rachel tomb
Old Yeshuv Court Museum
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BILL OF SALE OF A BURIAL PLOT ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES

Sold to David Kakoon by the "shadar"* Abraham Chazut, by the Committee of the Western
community, in the year 5677 (1917).

*("Shadar" is the abbreviation for "Shaliach de Rabanan" or 'Rabbinic messenger'; a Jew who
was sent to Jewish communities outside of Israel to raise money for the support of the Yishuv
in Israel.)

On the Bill of Sale are the signatures of the rabbis of the Western community, Rabbi Nachman
Batito, Rabbi Eliyahu Legmi, Rabbi Shimon Shriki, Rabbi Ya'akov ben Attar.

From the Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum
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A BAG OF EARTH FROM RACHEL'S TOMB

In the Jewish tradition, the soil from the Land of Israel is holy and is considered to have mystical
qualities. Bags of soil were traded and sold for people being buried in the Diaspora. The cloth
bag holding soil from Rachel's Tomb had authentication from the beadle of the Chevra Kadisha
(Jewish Burial Society), Abraham Isaac Mintz (1903-1939). On one side of the bag is a picture of
Rachel's Tomb, and on the other side is the Hebrew verse, and beneath that is a picture of the

place of the Temple and an inscription in Hebrew and in English.
Old Yeshuv Court Museum Collection
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W1 T XN IRTIN DIX A Prayer Book with prayers for the dying and the dead, the purification ritual, funeral services,

Ner Tamid (Eternal Flame) made of copper, Early 20th Century and the burying of the dead. 19th Century

From the Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum From the Collection of the OId Yishuv Court Museum
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Shrouds for a Man, Tetouan, Morocco. First half of the 20th Century.
In many ethnic communities, the caftan is worn by the bridegroom at the time of the chupah

71D AT DAY D 7V TNT'WAT 11D 71271 JT1121ANT 07T AW Ti7i0 7un

1w 11w XN 1IXTIN (01X

[the wedding canopy] and as a shroud after he has passed. The decoration in a spiral design Ner Tamid (Eternal Flame) for the Elevation of the Soul of Rabbi Pesach ben Moshe HaCohen
symbolizes growth, development, and continuity — nearing death, the contraction and the Hollander. Early 20th Century. Above the dedication are hands giving the Cohanic blessing,

desire of the soul to go inward.
From the Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum
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giving testimony to the fact that the deceased was a Cohen.
From the Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum

DSOS SISO S
R I A I I I

Vo a e e e e 000 % e e s
RS

%
KHEE5



SR 124 |
B W N Y A Y T

DT Rann
IR
armw Y n'-.':.';fiz_ '
“aphe e TR

7121271 7Y N7A0 AWT700 71217191 .0"NNAY 01D TNDIVA NTTR 7127070 7121711
(ML) N1 .W777X MY 113 ANNY 71121 TINWI 77 TIXT 111190 (N7 wT7) 77717 1211710 19771 XN 721X XWT7 12N 7w D1D
(DN NYT TNY ATINWI RAT) 12XI7 1707710 7178 112 .01V T712WKX DY 192 TNIYD TAXTYA T 11791 717172 01D
W1 211 IXN TIXTIN ADIX (NNX 7w TON) “XWN” 712171211 01DV 01N D120 7Y
A parochet of red velvet decorated with plant decorations. In the dedication inscription W 2T XN IXTD Q01X
embroidered on the parochet is written: Holy to the Lord, this parochet is for the elevation of Cup of the Chevra Kadisha, England, 19th Century
the soul of Bechora Simcha bat (daughter of) Sarah Alkalay. Passed away on 12 Elul 5686. May A large cup with a handle designed in the shape of a vine with clusters of grapes. The cup is

her soul be bound up in the bond of life. engraved with decorations and the inscription " ChaSHE" (Chesed Shel Emet [True Kindness]).
Old Yeshuv Court Museum collection From the Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum
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A Parochet made of cream-white silk with flower decorations. A dedication inscription on black

velvet and embroidered on it: "This parochet is for the elevation of the soul of Kleiman Charush

(G-d rest his soul) who passed from this world while still in his youth on the 10th of Sivan 5687 SN 71700 110011 TIT 13N 107 NIN7131 MIDIYA 1200 .17130 120710 N1V n17 10N
(1927) and for the elevation of the soul of the honorable Mrs. Luna bat Sarah (G-d rest her soul) JVT7(77R TINNY NI T0OXR 7Y 7217 NI2NA0 TIX AWTi7N a7 712170
who passed away on Lag B'Omer (the 33rd day of the counting of the Omer — the days between W1 1Y XN IRTIN DX
Passover and the Festival of Weeks) 5693 (1933)." The Parochet was dedicated to the elevation of The cover is decorated with gold embroidery: a Magen David, with the word “Zion” in the
the soul of the youth, Kleiman Charoush, (who passed away in 1927) and the woman, Luna bat center. The dedication dedicates the bimah cover to the memory of Esther daughter of
Sarah (who passed away in 1933). Simha Alkalai.

Old Yeshuv Court Museum collection From the Collection of the OId Yishuv Court Museum
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Parochet (Curtain Covering the Ark of the Torah), Jerusalem, 5656 (1896)

A parochet embroidered with colorful silk threads on a cloth of velvet, for the elevation of the
Cloth Torah Ark curtain embroidered with large yellow flowers on a dark background. In the center soul of Devora bat Tzvi Hirsch. The parochet, the handiwork of Raizel Tiktil bat Tzvi Griyevsky,
was hanging over the Holy Ark in the "Churva" Synagogue.

there is a dedication to the youth Ye'uda son of the late Rahamim son of Shushan.
Old Yeshuv Court Museum collection From the Collection of the OId Yishuv Court Museum
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Torah Crown dedicated by Mrs Roza and her children, widow of the Synagogue lamp

philanthropist Yaacov Sidi, 17 Elul 1927. Dedicated to the memory of Haim Baruch & his daughter Rivka, 1923

On permanent loan from the Sephardic Community Committee On permanent load from the Collection of the Committee of the Sepharadic Community
B e e BRI,
S s
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Torah Rimonim (grenades) dedicated to the soul of Haim
Saban son of Rachel, beginning of the 20th Century

On permanent loan from the Sephardic Community Committee

1922 QMUK 071NN

INAN (771 111127 Y730 0710 13 (W7 70§7'7) 7777 w70 TV e Ti70 0InTMn 7y
.(5682) 1”071 (IMIWN) XTI *RT IINTT1770 177X 1IXY7 (X§710) 70N T 07151 (N1INNnN)
Q0N A7V TVIN Va7 T7XWi

There is a dedication on the Torah finials:

"for the sanctification of the Holy Congregation a rose garden, may it be established with
justice, from the late Yehuda (known as Leon) Allaluf on the 16th of Tamuz in the year 5682.
On permanent of the collection of the Committee of the Sepharadic Community.

TINW1 177 WT71NY 12700 77710 120 7Y TN .YV YV "Ta0 M 1Ao7 7'
R INNY WK

1T 1WA XN NIXTIN 01X

Wooden case for Sephardi Torah scroll. The inscription on the Sefer Torah indicates that it was
dedicated to the elevation of the soul of a pious woman called Simha Israel.

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Blue mantle for Torah scroll. Top of mantle, two openings with two cloth loops for Torah scroll.
Front of mantle adorned with Tablets of Stone and Ten Commandments embroidered on
them. On either side of the Tablets of Stone pair of lions rampant. Floral decoration beneath
the dedication inscription: In memory of the soul of Shlomo Goldberger /in memory of the soul
of his wife Elka daughter of Rabbi Menahem.” No date of death for the two deceased, to the

ascent of whose souls the mantle is dedicated.
Old Yeshuv Court Museum collection
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A Torah Mantle made of velvet and decorated with colorful sequins. In the center of the mantle
are the Tablets of the Law and the Ten Commandments with two lions alongside them. Above
the Tablets of the Law — a Torah Crown with the inscription embroidered in metallic thread:
"Keter Torah" (Torah Crown). Below the Tablets of the Law is an amphora with flowers and ferns.
At the bottom of the mantle is the inscription embroidered in metallic thread, "Bikur Cholim
Company B'nai Ya'akov." Possibly the reference is to one of the Bikur Cholim companies that

operated in Jewish communities with the purpose of aiding the sick and their families.
Old Yeshuv Court Museum collection
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Torah Cover from the beginning of the 20th Century, embroidered in the center are two lions
surrounding the Ten Commandments, above them is the Crown of Torah with the verse “..for
out of Zion shall go forth Torah and the word of God from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3). The Western
Wall surrounded by a wreath of flowers, and below is embroidered the names of memorialized,
Yaakov Shalom son of Abraham Yizhak and his wife, Shaindel daughter of Rabbi Shiomo Yosef.

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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A Torah mantle from Romania dedicated by Yechiel Ben (Our Teacher and Rabbi) Yaakov
Yosef Frankel and his wife Beila bat Rev Yaakov Haltzer in the year 5653 (1893). The mantle
is embroidered with a golden Torah 'keter' (crown), stars, and a bouquet of flowers that are

embroidered like a medallion around the dedication inscription.
Old Yeshuv Court Museum collection
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The breastplate is decorated with bunches of grapes and flowers. Center — the Ten Written dedication on Ark Curtain commemorating Rivka Leah who passed away on 20 Sivan
Commandments. The name of the donor ~Yaakov Flafler - is in the center of the lower part The 1915. The Inscription is embroidered with metal thread on velvet, dedicated by the girl’s
names of the festivals are displayed by rotating the disk attached to the back of the breastplate father, Ezra Abed.

Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection 0ld Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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Prof. Kobi Cohen-Hattab

JEWISH BURIAL IN JERUSALEM
DURING BRITISH RULE

In Jerusalem, until the end of the Ottoman Period, Jewish burial was
characterized by burial according to ethnic affiliation or affiliation
with a “kollel” (community). In contrast, during the time of British
rule over Jerusalem, a big change in Jewish burial in the city occurred,
and a general Jewish burial also developed, namely, not according to
ethnicorigin or community affiliation. Responsible for this turnaround
was the Hebrew Community Council in Jerusalem, which derived its
authority from the Knesset Israel and from the National Committee.
These were a prominent institutional expression of the growing
Zionist activity in Israel in the days of British rule, the climax of
which was the establishment of an independent Jewish State in May
of 1948. The activity of the Community Council in Jerusalem in the
realm of burial was expressed in the establishment of the Council’s
Chevra Kadisha (Burial Society), named “G'milut Chesed shel Emet
[Giving True Kindness] (Gachsha’), which created three cemeteries
throughout the city: on the Mount of Olives, in Sanhedria, and in
Sheikh Bader. Analysis of the process of establishing the cemeteries
of the ‘Gachsha’ in Jerusalem teaches that one of the salient threads
throughout was the actions that inherent in them were both change
and continuity: on the one hand a great change by virtue of the very
establishment of a Chevra Kadisha intended for everyone, regardless
of differences of origin and status, the development of additional
burial sites - aside from the Mount of Olives - and emphasis on a
more dignified character in the ‘tehara’ (purification) and burial,
and the care of the family of the deceased; on the other hand and at
the same time, there is a clear line of continuity that is prominently
expressed in the desire for action in the area of burial according to
Jewish ‘Halacha’, in the spirit that was accepted in this area in the

communities of Israel over many generations.
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Prof. Yaron Ben-Naeh, The Hebrew University

TESTATORS, WILLS, AND DEATH RITUALS
IN LATE OTTOMAN JERUSALEM

The focus of the article is a study of the wills of the sephardi rabbis of
Jerusalem in the 19th century.

The article begins with an outline of the subject of old age, illness,
and death in the Sephardic community of Jerusalem during the late
Ottoman Period. In this class-based hierarchic society, economic and
social status dictated not only many aspects of everyday life, but were
evident also after death. In pre-modern traditional society, an elderly
person generally lived amongst his family members, and they took
care of his needs. Jerusalem’s demographic profile was unique, and
many elderly people, mostly women, lived in loneliness and poverty.
Aspects of their lives were depicted in Yehuda Burla’s stories (see
citation/appendix?). These people depended on the generosity of
individuals and the aid of charitable organizations, which tended to
operate within the ethnic frameworks based on country of origin.

Our knowledge of the conduct around the deathbed and
afterwards pertains mainly to rabbis, about a dozen of whose wills
have survived (see appendix for an example). These interesting wills
provide testimony to the religious and spiritual world of the rabbinic
elite circles. In their wills, Jerusalemite rabbis detailed their wishes
in an attempt to ensure the redemption of their soul. Some articles
relate to the treatment of the corpse, and others go so far as to instruct
in great detail how many people should study each and every day
during the Shiva (7 days of mourning), what and how the designated
men should study, and the amount they are to be paid for it. The wills
reflect many of the beliefs of the sephardic sages of Jerusalem and
Hebron, and demonstrate the central place of kabbalah in the design of
their death rituals, in the spirit of the kabbalists of the Beit-El yeshiva.
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Yehuda (Udi) Mizrachi-Tzoref

“CHESED SHEL EMET”
(TRUE KINDNESS) WITHIN THE WALLS

For the History of the “Society of Washers and Pallbearers”
of the Sephardic Community in Jerusalem

The article deals with the history of the “Society of Washers and
Pallbearers” in the Sephardic Community in Jerusalem.

Proper care of the departed — washing of the deceased [in a
ritual act of purification], dressing them in shrouds, carrying them
to their place of rest and their burial — was considered the ‘giving
of true kindness’ (“g'milut chesed shel emet”) and became in the
Jewish Sources the duty of the community. In order to exempt all the
members of the community from this duty, Jewish communities in
Spain in the Middle Ages established “Chesed” ['Kindness’] societies
for the deceased. The tradition of Chesed societies passed with the
Jews expelled from Spain to the various diasporas in Italy, throughout
the Ottoman Empire, and in the cities of the Maghreb [the western
part of North Africa and the Arab world].

In Jerusalem, various Chesed societies began to appear during the
sixteenth century, when a number of families acquired a “stronghold”
in the realm of caring for the deceased. An organized “Society of
Washers and Pallbearers” was established in the city only in the
middle of the nineteenth century, within the framework of a reform
that the first Chacham Bashi [Turkish name for the Chief Rabbi of the
Jewish Community], Rabbi Abraham Chaim Gagin, enacted out of a
desire to break the right of “stronghold” and to supervise what was
done in that realm. In the year 1903, a permanent Chevra Kadisha

[Burial Society] for the Sephardic community was established by the
Chacham Bashi, Ya’acov Sha’ul Eliashar (the YiSA Bracha), and the

washers operated within its framework. The “Society of Washers”
came to an end in the first half of the twentieth century, at the time
when the leadership of the community began to hire washers (both
men and women) on a permanent basis.

Members of the “Society of Washers and Pallbearers” were
distinctly kind, compassionate people, and most of them served
in additional Chesed Funds, such as “Bridal Funds,” “Visiting the
Sick,” and “Hospice for the Poor.” Their work was complicated
psychologically, and they used to drink wine during the course of
their work to ease the difficulty. The right to be a member of the
“Society of Washers” was for the life of the ‘Purifier’ and was passed
on to his descendants after him. Also, the position of “Head of the
Washers” was inherited, and it granted the one who held it status
in the community and a nice salary. The ‘shamashim” (beadles) of
the synagogues had a special right to participate in the purification
ceremony and to collect their fee. The community did not always
pay generously to those who dealt with the care of the departed,
and that created much bitterness and led to power struggles with
the leadership of the community. Even so, the purifiers devoutly
held on to their work, this because of economic and medical rights
which they enjoyed and the high public status granted them in the
community, and mostly because of their religious faith, according to
which they were dealing in the “giving of true kindness’, on which it
is written that it is the action that “man does it in this world and reaps
the reward in the world to come” (Mishna, “Pe’a”, 1,1).
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Ora Pikel Tzabari

MOSHAV Z’KENIM
(HOME FOR THE AGED)

The article focuses on the “Home for the Aged” — the first old age
home that was established in Jerusalem. Because of its primacy and
centrality in the city, it was considered the prototype for old age
homes that were established in the years following.

During the course of the 19th century, there was an increase in
the “aliya” (immigration) of many Jews to Jerusalem from all over the
world. Amongst them were many immigrants, old people, widows
and widowers with no family, who came in order to die and be buried
in the ground of the Holy Land.

The economic status of many of them was rough; they were
forced to beg for their living, and the community found it difficult to
care for them and for their welfare. The difficult economic situation
of these elderly, the malnutrition from which they suffered, and the
poor sanitary conditions in Jerusalem in those days, constituted a
broad cushion for the spread of epidemics, by which the elderly were
the first to be hurt.

The “Home for the Aged” started out in the Old City and in the
year 1901 moved to the New City. The changes which took place in
it characterized the Jewish society and its relationship to the elderly.

Lacking funds and with increasing expenses for the maintenance
of the institution, the financial backers were forced to come up with
creative ways to garner donations. (Photographs of the old men
and women, prayers for the elevation of the souls of relatives of the
donors, “shadarim,”* gifts for the donors, and more).

**(“’Shadarim” is the abbreviation for “Shlichim deRabanan”
or ‘Rabbinic messengers’; they were Jews who were sent to Jewish
communities outside of Israel to raise money for the support of the

Yishuv in Israel.)
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